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SUMMARIES

Ethnology and Mutual Inter-National Understanding

The author remarks that one of the indispensable conditions of mutual understanding 
between different peoples is their familiarity with each others’ cultural characteristics. 
Ignorance in this respect inevitably leads to prejudice, and this hinders mutual under­
standing. Since the main object of ethnology (or cultural/social anthropology, its appro­
ximate equivalent in English-speaking countries) is the study of the distinctive cultural 
traits of the various peoples comprising the human race and, at the same time, their 
basic unity, this discipline can make its major contribution to mutual inter-ethnic under­
standing by collecting and disseminating full and objective information on the culture and 
way of life of ethnic communities. This is what lends ethnology its peculiar signifi­
cance in solving that most urgent problem of modern times, the struggle for peace. The 
struggle waged by progressive ethnology for the general acknowledgement of equal rights 
for all ethnic communities and, closely linked with this, for all human races, has played 
and continues to play an important role in promoting mutual understanding between 
peoples.

Yu. V. Bromley

From the History of the Struggle for the Social 
and Spiritual Emancipation of Women in Middle 
Asia: Celebration of the International 
Women’s Day in 1920— 1927

The article describes the introduction of the International Women’s Day (8th of 
March) in Middle Asia (Soviet Central Asia) and its celebration in the early Soviet 
years. This became the day of struggle for women’s rights, for putting an end to their 
seclusion, for drawing women into common productive work. By the early 30ies women 
of the East were vigorously working in socialist industry and collective farming, and 
taking an active part in administrative functions.
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